Unit 22, Session 4
Jesus Fed Many People (Matthew 15; Mark 8)

Dear families,

As you read of the miraculous multiplication of bread and fish in Matthew 15 pay attention to
what captures your attention. What stands out most? Consider these astonishing observations:
Thousands of people had been following and listening to Jesus for three days with nothing to
eat. The disciples doubted Jesus’ ability to provide something substantial enough to meet the
needs of this crowd. With seven loaves of bread and a few small fish, the disciples were able to
feed a crowd of thousands. At the end of this simple meal, the people had food left over.

But one observation seems to showcase the heart of Christ in this story—He had compassion on
the crowd. The hungry multitude had nothing to eat and would surely collapse on their journey
home. From this compassionate heart, Jesus performed His miraculous works that not only
satisfied their hunger, but produced an abundance of leftover food. Such is the heart of Christ,
to show compassion, give generously, and seek to satisfy.

Jesus' miracle demonstrated both His power and His love. Just as He had power to multiply the
loaves and the fish, so does He have power to save us from sin. And just as He displayed His
love toward the crowd, so does He display His love toward sinners by way of the cross. The
Bread of Life gave His body to be broken so that our hungry souls would be satisfied and find
life.



Through Jesus' miracle of feeding the crowd, we find the gospel message: set your heart to
feast on Jesus and you will live. (John 6:51) Only in Christ will we find forgiveness, satisfaction,
and life eternal. We can turn to Jesus and be reminded that in Him we have all we need.

As you study the miraculous works of Jesus, don’t lose sight of the love of God on display
through these acts. To know the works of Jesus is to know the tangible evidence of His
unsurpassed love.

Check out The Gospel Project At Home for resources designed to help you lead a family
worship experience as well as suggestions for morning and evening prayer times and family
activities.

FAMILY TALKING POINTS

CHRIST CONNECTION
This is the big idea of how this week’s Bible story points to Jesus.

Babies & Toddlers: Only Jesus can give us everything we need.
Younger Preschool: Jesus fed the people who were hungry. Jesus can give us
everything we need: forgiveness, peace with God, and life with Him forever.

¢ Older Preschool: Jesus gave the people food so they would not be hungry. Later,
Jesus said that He is the bread of life. (John 6:35) Jesus can give us everything we
need: forgiveness, peace with God, and life with Him forever.

¢ Kids: By feeding the crowd, Jesus provided for the physical needs of the people. Later,
Jesus called Himself the bread of life. (John 6:35) Only Jesus can satisfy our souls
forever by providing forgiveness, peace with God, and eternal life.

BIG PICTURE QUESTION & ANSWER
This is an important biblical truth that your child will encounter each week of this unit.

« Younger Preschool: Is Jesus God or a person? Jesus is both God and a person.

e Older Preschool: Is Jesus God or a human? Jesus is both fully God and fully human.

« Kids: Is Jesus God or a human? As the Son of God, Jesus is both fully God and fully
human.

KEY PASSAGE
This is a Bible verse that relates to what your child will encounter each week of this unit.

« Babies & Toddlers: Jesus is God’s Son. John 1:18

« Younger Preschool: Jesus shows us what God is like. John 1:18

« Older Preschool: No one has ever seen God. The one and only Son ... has revealed
him. John 1:18

« Kids: No one has ever seen God. The one and only Son, who is himself God and is at
the Father’s side—he has revealed him. John 1:18



** Next week: Jesus’ Miracles Prove He Is God (John 14)



