Unit 25, Session 1

People Welco Jesus asKiﬁg
(Matthew 21; Mark 11; Luke 19; John 12)

Dear families,

In all four Gospel accounts of the triumphal entry, we uncover the truth that Jesus reigns as the
sovereign King over everything. From the need for a processional donkey to the praises spilling
from children’s mouths, He continued to fulfill the Old Testament requirements for the coming
Messiah—the One promised since the beginning.

Why were the crowds so welcoming to Jesus and His disciples on this day? What led them to
sing so loudly, to make way for His arrival so exuberantly? Many had heard the news of this
prophet from Nazareth. Some had even witnessed His miraculous, healing power for
themselves. Yet they all looked on with the hope that He would do even more for them now as
their long-awaited King.

Those they encountered while entering Jerusalem were excited to see what Christ would do
next, especially regarding the Roman rule they faced. They knew of Scripture’s promises and
wanted more than anything for Jesus to be their answered prayer. They were more than elated
to celebrate Him as the object of their kingly anticipation but failed to recognize Him as
Someone greater—their Messiah and Lord.

Amid their jubilant festivities and merrymaking, they missed Christ's purpose in heading toward
their city. It was not for the sake of sitting on an earthly throne, but to stake His claim as



sovereign Ruler of the universe. He was not interested in merely delivering them from Pontius
Pilate, but rather from life and eternity spent without God.

As you prepare to teach kids about Jesus’ triumphal entry, reflect on the full picture of the
gospel’s good news: We do not have to wonder who Christ would turn out to be, nor shall we
simply compartmentalize His reign to only one area of our lives. We already know of His death,
resurrection, and ultimate victory over sin. We have even more reasons to welcome and
worship Him than those in this story!

Teach your kids that Jesus made His way into Jerusalem to make a way for us to be with the
Father for all eternity. May we never take for granted His sovereignty not just as King, but as
Lord of all.

Check out The Gospel Project At Home for resources designed to help you lead a family
worship experience as well as suggestions for morning and evening prayer times and family
activities.

FAMILY TALKING POINTS

CHRIST CONNECTION
This is the big idea of how this week’s Bible story points to Jesus.

Babies & Toddlers: Jesus is the good King who rescues His people.
Younger Preschool: Jesus came riding on a donkey, just as the prophet Zechariah said
He would. (Zechariah 9:9) One day, Jesus will come back, riding on a white horse as
King over everything.

¢ Older Preschool: Jesus came riding on a donkey, just as the prophet Zechariah said
He would. (Zechariah 9:9) One day, Jesus will come back, riding on a white horse as
King over everything.

¢ Kids: Jesus is the Messiah spoken about by the prophet Zechariah: “Look, your King is
coming to you; He is righteous and victorious, humble and riding on a donkey, on a colt,
the foal of a donkey” (Zechariah 9:9). One day, Jesus will return to earth on a white
horse as King over everything.

BIG PICTURE QUESTION & ANSWER
This is an important biblical truth that your child will encounter each week of this unit.

Younger Preschool: How is Jesus the perfect Prophet? Jesus tells us God’s message.
Older Preschool: How is Jesus the perfect Prophet? God speaks to us through Jesus.
Kids: How is Jesus the perfect Prophet? Jesus perfectly reveals God the Father and
fulfills what the prophets spoke.

KEY PASSAGE
This is a Bible verse that relates to what your child will encounter each week of this unit.




Babies & Toddlers: We can listen to Jesus. Deuteronomy 18:15
Younger Preschool: God wants us to listen to Jesus. Deuteronomy 18:15

¢ Older Preschool: “The LORD your God will raise up for you a prophet ... . You must
listen to him.” Deuteronomy 18:15

¢ Kids: “The LORD your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from among your own
brothers. You must listen to him.” Deuteronomy 18:15

** Next week: Leaders Wanted to Trick Jesus (Matthew 22)



